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We acknowledge that racialized communities and survivors of colonization are disproportionately 

impacted by unjust drug policies. We strive to support the development of equitable drug policies 

that are responsive to the needs of racialized people who use drugs ςincluding Black, Indigenous, 
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ÅBackground
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ÅAn evidence-informed harm reduction tool that provides information 
on the composition of a drug to an individual

ÅIn use in Europe since the 1990s

ÅHas risen in popularity in Canada in response to the overdose crisis

ÅConducted using a range of technologies and in a variety of settings

What is drug checking?



¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ 5ǊǳƎ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ

ÅPilot project ςonly 

ÅCǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ {ǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ¦ǎŜ ŀƴŘ !ŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ

Å9ȄŜƳǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Controlled Drugs and Substances 
Act

ÅFormally launched October 2019

Å Implementation lasting three years

ÅάhŦŦǎƛǘŜέ ŘǊǳƎ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ǝŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ŎƘǊƻƳŀǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ-mass spectrometry



²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ŘǊǳƎ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
do?

ÅOffers people who use drugs timely and detailed information on the 
contents of their drugs, helping them to make more informed 
decisions

Å{ƘŀǊŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŘǊǳƎ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘŀǊƳ 
reduction workers and clinicians tailor the care they provide to people 
who use drugs

ÅAdvocates for services and safer alternatives for people who use drugs



²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ 5ǊǳƎ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΚ
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Quantitative results

Powder substances: 
Opioids

Crack cocaine
Cocaine

CURRENTLY WE ONLY QUANTIFY FENTANYL, CARFENTANIL, CAFFEINE, ETIZOLAM, AND COCAINE 



SEMI-quantitative results

Used paraphernalia
Liquid and blotter substances

Some powder substances 



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ 
unregulated drug 

market?


