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META:PHI Annual Conference 2023 Agenda 
Friday, September 22 

8:00-8:30 Sign-in and lobby chat 
8:30-9:00 Welcome 
9:00-10:30 Keynote 

Drug Policy, Race and the Criminal Justice System: Exploring Important Intersections and Possibilities for the Future 
Akwasi Owusu-Bempah  

10:30-11:00 Break 
11:00-12:00 Session 1A 

New Guidelines for the Use of Slow-
Release Oral Morphine as Opioid Agonist 
Therapy 
Jason Rodgers, Ashley Smoke, Suzanne 
Turner 

Session 1B 
Increasing Access to Substance Use 
Health Care and Outcomes Through 
Innovative Digital Health Solutions 
Kim Corace, Melanie Willows 

Snapshot Session 1: Partnerships in Care 
a) The West Parry Sound Health Centre Mental Health Hub: An 
Integrated Care Approach to Addressing Substance Use in the 
Parry Sound Region 
Connie Foster, Irene Boldt 
b) The Healing Journey: Qualitative Study on Recovery from 
Opioid Use in a Remote Community 
Maria Suganaqueb, Ruben Hummelen 
c) Environmental Scan of Urban RAAM Clinics Servicing 
Indigenous People 
Subo Awan, Carol Hopkins 

12:00-1:00 Lunch break 
1:00-3:00 Workshop 1 

META:PHI’s Alcohol Use Disorder Emergency Department Toolkit 
Bjug Borgundvaag, Katie Dunham, Hasan Sheikh, Kelly Shillington 

Workshop 2 
Managing Psychosis in Addictions Clinics: Substance-Induced and Beyond  
Tanya Hauck, Tim Guimond 

3:00-3:30 Break 
3:30-4:30 Session 2A 

Stimulants and Approaches to the 
Management of Stimulant Use 
Tim Guimond, Tanya Hauck  

Session 2B 
Peer Support in the Emergency 
Department: An Innovative Role, 
Complementing Care for Young 
Adults Presenting with Mental Health 
and/or Substance Use 
Jordyn Ethier, Bella Shulman, Bice 
Amoroso 

Snapshot Session 2: Care in Different Settings 
a) Caring for Populations with Complex Health and Social Needs 
Monica Forrester, Kavita Maharaj 
b) Care Connections in the Emergency Department 
Laura Hill, Dan Brunet 
c) Elective Admission for Management of Alcohol Withdrawal in 
a Short-Stay Medicine Unit in Toronto: Opportunities and 
Outcomes 
Marc Dagher, Mariangela Castro Arteaga 

  



Saturday, September 23 
8:30-9:00 Sign-in and lobby chat 
9:00-10:00 Session 3A 

Benzodiazepines and Benzodiazepine Use 
Disorder 
Sumeet Dama 

Session 3B 
Compassionate and Responsive Care 
for People who Use Alcohol and 
Opioids: Integrated Care Pathways in 
the ED 
Hasan Sheikh, Chris Cull 

Session 3C 
The Grey Bruce Supportive Outreach Services (SOS): Mitigating 
and Aiding Vulnerable Populations 
Heather Prescott, Robyn Nocilla, Teresa Tibbo 

10:00-10:30 Break 
10:30-11:30 Session 4A 

Scene First 
Julie Samson, Louisa Marion-Bellemare, 
Seamus Murphy 

Session 4B 
Expanding Access to Alcohol 
Withdrawal Treatment Using 
Telemedicine 
Matthew Sloan, Adam McInnis 

Session 4C 
A Summary of Evidence 
to Optimize the Use of 
Extended-Release 
Buprenorphine in Opioid 
Use Disorder 
Ainko Ramanathan 

Snapshot Session 3: Person-Centered 
Care 
a) Increasing Accessibility to RAAM 
Services 
Kristin Kerr, Katie Dunham 
b) Not Sending People to Jail for 
Having an Addiction: A Review of 
New Legislative Initiatives to Address 
Addiction 
Laurence Batmazian 

11:30-12:00 Networking 
12:00-1:00 Lunch 
1:00-2:00 Session 5A 

Cannabis and Approaches to the 
Management of Cannabis Use Disorder 
Bernard Le Foll, Leanne Trick, Victor Tang 

Session 5B 
Tailoring Virtual Substance Use Care 
to the Needs of Equity-Deserving 
Populations: Findings from a 
Qualitative Participatory Research 
Study 
Lise Dassieu, Jillian Harnum, Chealsea 
De Moor 

Snapshot Session 4: ED and Hospital Care 
a) Barriers and Facilitators to Implementing ED-initiated 
Buprenorphine 
Ceire Storey 
b) Chart Review: Referral to Addiction Medicine in Patients with 
Substance Use Disorder 
Zayya Zendo, Robert McKay 
c) Helping the Helpers with Substance Use Disorders 
Trish Uniac 

2:00-2:30 Break 
2:30-4:00 Plenary  

What I Saw in Oshawa: A First-Person Account of How the Opioid Crisis is Affecting the Community and How Authorities Have Responded 
Marcus Gee 

 

The 2023 META:PHI Conference has been certified by Continuing Professional Development, Temerty Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto for the following: 

• College of Family Physicians of Canada Mainpro+ (1 credit/hour) Group Learning: 10.0 credits 
• Royal College Maintenance of Certification Section 1: 10.0 hours 

 


