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META:PHI Annual Conference 2022 Agenda 
 
 
Friday, September 23 

8:00-8:30 Sign-in and lobby chat 
8:30-9:00 Welcome 
9:00-10:30 Keynote 

Re-positioning Methadone Maintenance Treatment (MMT) within the context of criminalization 
David Frank, Research Scientist, New York University 

10:30-11:00 Break 
11:00-12:00 Session 1A 

Injectable opioid agonist treatment: The 
Toronto experience 
Leah Steele, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Family Medicine, University of Toronto 
Samira Walji, Needle Exchange Supervisor, The 
Works, Toronto Public Health 

Session 1B 
Family caregivers: Problematic or panacea? 
Oona St-Amant, Associate Professor, School of 
Nursing, TMU 
Brynlea Barbeau, Addiction Medicine Physician, 
Sault Area Hospital 
Louise White, Co-Founder, FAR 

Session 1C 
Toronto’s drug checking service: Clinical and 
community impacts of findings from the city’s 
unregulated drug supply 
Hayley Thompson, Project Manager, Toronto’s 
Drug Checking Service, CDPE 
Pat Fifield, OPSW, Parkdale Queen West CHC 

12:00-1:00 Lunch and networking 
1:00-3:00 Workshop 1A 

Withdrawal workshop: Manual review and case 
presentations 
Katie Dunham, Nurse Educator, META:PHI 
Laura Jones, NP, St. Leonard’s Withdrawal 
Management 
Mark Weiss, Medical Director, Bellwood Health 
Services 

Workshop 1B 
Onboarding peers as team members in 
addictions care settings 
Ethan Hopkins, Peer Systems Navigator, Support 
House 
Alyssa Gremmen, Peer Integration and Systems 
Lead, Support House 
Richard Adair, Manager, Peer Services, Peer 
Support House 

Workshop 1C 
A taste of Motivational Interviewing 
Wiplove Lamba, Physician Lead, SUS, Sinai 
Health Systems 
Omar Ghaffar, Physician Lead, Mental Health, 
Hennick Bridgepoint Hospital 
Hedieh Ghanbari, Hospital Medicine Director, 
Sinai Health Systems 
Mary Zheng CNS, Hennick Bridgepoint Hospital 
Anita Kang, PGY 5 (psychiatry), University of 
Toronto 

3:00-4:00 Poster presentations (see below) 
4:00-5:00 Session 2A 

Pharmacological management of 
benzodiazepine dependence 
Josée Lynch, Addiction Psychiatrist, University 
Health Network 

Session 2B 
Mashed versus meshed: Integrating 
psychosocial care into your RAAM 
Jared Bonis, Staff NP, Health Sciences North 
Alyssa Scichilone, RSW, Outpatient Addictions, 
Sudbury Mental Health and Addictions Centre 
Michael Roach, Regional Lead, Addictions 
Services, Mental Health and Addictions 
Programs, Health Sciences North 

Session 2C 
Implementing contingency management in 
RAAM: A quality improvement project 
Tanya Hauck, Addictions Psychiatrist, CAMH 
Himmat Dhillon, M2, Midwestern University 
Medicine 
Basant Dhillon, Health Sciences, McMaster 
University 
Stephanie Rochon, RAAM Supervisor, Brant 
Community Health Care Systems 

  



Saturday, September 24 
8:00-8:30 Sign-in and lobby chat 
8:30-10:30 Workshop 2A 

Mandatory reporting to the Ministry of 
Transportation: Considerations and review of 
the legislation 
Tanya Hauck, Addictions Psychiatrist, CAMH 
Omar Ha-Redeye, Lawyer, Fleet Street Law 

Workshop 2B 
Treatment of hepatitis C in addiction settings 
Jordan Feld, Interim Director, Toronto Centre 
for Liver Disease, University Health Network 
Hemant Shah, Staff Hepatologist, University 
Health Network 

Workshop 2C 
Collaborative approaches to care with 
adolescents who use substances 
Jessica Empringham, PGY-3 (Paediatrics), 
SickKids 
Karen Leslie, Staff Paediatrician, SickKids 
Cathy Maser, NP, SickKids 

10:30-11:00 Break 
11:00-12:00 Session 3A 

Methadone, opioid overdose, and Supervised 
Consumption Site data 
Tali Cahill, Professional Practice Consultant, 
Royal Ottawa Mental Health Centre 

Session 3B 
Buprenorphine macrodosing in the ER and early 
depot buprenorphine initiation in the hospital 
setting 
Louisa Marion-Bellemare, Assistant Professor, 
Norther Ontario School of Medicine 
Julie Samson, Assistant Professor, Norther 
Ontario School of Medicine 

Session 3C 
Developing and implementing a mobile 
addictions medicine service for Indigenous 
people in the GTA 
Harvey Manning, Director, Programs and 
Services, Anishnawbe Health Toronto 
Chetan Mehta, RAAM Physician, Anishnawbe 
Health Toronto 
Subo Awan, Interim Manager, Anishnawbe 
Health Toronto 

12:00-1:00 Lunch and movement session 
1:00-2:00 Session 4A 

Effective treatment for alcohol withdrawal: An 
essential step for long-term recovery 
Meldon Kahan, Medical Director, META:PHI 

Session 4B 
Transitions of care in addiction treatment 
Narges Beyragh, Addiction Psychiatrist, CAMH 
Tianna Costa, Clinical Pharmacist, CAMH 
Amy Yang, Occupational Therapist, CAMH 

Session 4C 
A new framework for methadone carries: A 
person-centered evidence-informed approach to 
take-home dosing  
Vincent Lam, Medical Director, Coderix Medical 
Clinic 
Suzanne Latreille, Peer Educator, City of Ottawa 
Andrew McLeod, Community Consultant 
Charlotte Munro, Child and Youth Worker 
Jennifer Wyman, Medical Director, SUS, 
Women’s College Hospital 

2:00-2:30 Break 
2:30-4:00 Panel discussion 

Evaluations of services for people who use drugs: Key findings and recommendations from the MARCO Study 
COVID-19 Isolation and Recovery Sites: 
Ahmed Bayoumi, General Internal Medicine, St. 
Michael’s Hospital 
Michelle Firestone, Research Scientist, MAP 
Lisa Schlosser, Peer Support Specialist, St. 
Michael’s Hospital 

Substance Use Services: 
Raphaela Fagundes, Harm Reduction 
Coordinator, Parkdale Queen West CHC 
Kate Hayman, Emergency Physician, University 
Health Network 
Gillian Kolla, Banting Postdoctoral Fellow, 
CISUR, University of Victoria 

Encampments: 
Zoë Dodd, Community Scholar, MAP 
Samantha Young, Physician, St. Paul’s Hospital 

 
  



Poster presentations 

Improving RAAM patient engagement in psychiatric care through partnership 
with a Concurrent Disorders Clinic at Unity Health Toronto 
Taryn Lloyd, Emergency Medicine and Addiction Medicine Physician, St. Michael’s 
Hospital and Coderix Medical Centre 
 

Treatment outcomes in major depressive disorder in patients with comorbid 
alcohol use disorder: A STAR*D analysis 
Victor M. Tang, Clinician Scientist, Addictions Division, CAMH 

Peer Power: The voice that deserves to be heard 
Karla Ghartey, Professor of Nursing, Cambrian College 
Marie Pollock, Experiential Knowledge Sharer, Sudbury Temporary Overdose 
Prevention Society (STOPS) 
 

Leveraging use of eReferral for access to RAAM 
Patrick Kolowicz, Director, Mental Health and Addictions, Hotel-Dieu Grace 
Healthcare 
Denise Malhotra, Change Manager, Ontario Health West 

Assessing the impact of the SROM drug shortage in Ontario 
Shaleesa Ledlie, PhD Student, Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy 
 

Opioid agonist treatment retention among people initiating methadone and 
buprenorphine across demographic and geographic subgroups in Ontario 
Daniel McCormack, Epidemiologist, Ontario Drug Policy Research Network 

Beyond the first step: Shifting culture while implementing inpatient harm 
reduction initiatives as a large urban acute care hospital 
Adele Bodson, Regional Education and Quality Lead for Addictions Services, 
Health Sciences North 
Daniel Brunet, Addictions Medicine Consult RN, Health Sciences North 
Michael Roach, Regional Lead, Addictions Services, Mental Health and Addictions 
Programs, Health Sciences North  

 

 

 

The 2022 META:PHI Conference has been certified by Continuing Professional Development, Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto for the following credits:  

• College of Family Physicians of Canada Mainpro+ (1 credit/hour) Group Learning: 11.0 credits 
• Royal College Maintenance of Certification Section 1: 11.0 hours 


